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GRADUATE PROGRAM POLICY STATEMENT FOR THE   

INTERDISCIPLINARY PROGRAM IN ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY   

Section 1 - Mission   

The Program in Energy and Environmental Policy prepares students to contribute to the improvement of 

energy and environmental policy through the development of an interdisciplinary understanding of the 

interactions of society, resources, and the environment. The Master of Energy and Environmental Policy 

degree prepares graduates to assume positions in policy analysis, planning and administration in the 

public, private, and non-profit sectors. Graduates are also prepared to continue graduate study in the 

energy and environmental policy field at the doctoral level. The Ph.D. degree in Energy and Environmental 

Policy is a research degree intended to advance interdisciplinary theory and analysis on society 

environment-resource relationships and to improve the quality of research informing policy decisions in 

this field. Graduates of the Ph.D. program are expected to assume positions in academic, research and 

policy institutions and to provide leadership on questions of theory, analysis, and research in the field.   

Section 2 - Program Administration   

The program is administered by the Biden School of Public Policy and Administration. Two graduate 

degrees are offered: the Doctor of Philosophy in Energy and Environmental Policy and the Master of Energy 

and Environmental Policy. The Master and Ph.D. programs are administered by the Energy and 

Environmental Policy program director. Academic policy is set by the Program Faculty in accord with the 

document "Academic Organization and Governance of the Interdisciplinary Program in Energy and 

Environmental Policy” (see Annex A).   

Section 3 - Degree Requirements   

3.1 REQUIREMENTS OF THE MASTER OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY, MEEP Two Master’s 

degree options are offered, one with and one without a thesis requirement. Both options require formal 

course work in the concepts, methods and professional practice of energy and environmental policy 

analysis and planning.   

3.1.1 CREDITS  

In order to fulfill the requirements for graduation, students must successfully complete 36 credit hours 

that fulfill course requirements and electives and must maintain a 2.0 grade point average (GPA) in order 

to graduate. The degree with thesis requires 6 credits of Master’s Thesis; the non-thesis degree requires 

completion of a 3-credit Policy Studio and an additional 3-credit course in their field of concentration.  

3.1.2 REQUIRED COURSES  

These credit hours include 6 mandatory credit hours, at least 6 credit hours under the Methodology 

requirement, at least 6 credit hours under the Social Science requirement, at least 3 credit hours under 

the Science, Engineering and Public Policy Requirement and 15 credit hours that could be completed in  

one of two ways:  

1. Policy Studio (3 credit hours) + 12 credit hours of Specialization Courses or  

2. A Master’s Thesis (6 credit hours) + 9 credit hours of Specialization Courses  

3.1.2.a Mandatory Required Classes 
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The following two classes should be taken in the first year:  

ENEP 625 Energy Policy and Administration (3 credits)  

ENEP 810 Political Economy of the Environment (3 credits)  

3.1.2.b Methodology Requirement  

Six credits of methodology course work are required and must be selected from the following list of 

three credit courses. Other UD courses may be substituted with the prior permission of a student’s 

faculty advisor and the ENEP Graduate Program Director.  

ENEP 660 Engineering Economic Analysis for Sustainable Energy  

ECON 622 Applied Econometrics I 

ENWC 615 Wildlife Research Techniques   

GEOG 604 GIS for Environmental Research   

GEOG 670 Geographic Information Systems and Science   

GEOG 671 Advanced Geographic Information Systems   

MAST 663 Decision Tools for Policy Analysis   

MAST 672 Benefit-Cost Analysis  

MAST 681 Remote Sensing of the Environment   

POSC 815 Introduction to Statistical Analysis for Political Science   

POSC 816 Philosophy of Science and Research Design   

SOCI 605 Data Collection and Analysis   

SOCI 606 Qualitative Methodology   

STAT 608 Statistical Research Methods   

UAPP 691 Quantitative Analysis in the Public and Non-profit Sectors   

SPPA 808 Qualitative Research Methods 

3.1.2.c Social Science Requirement  

Six credits of social science course work are required and must be selected from the following list of 

three credit courses. Other UD courses may be substituted with the prior permission of a student’s 

faculty advisor and the ENEP Graduate Program Director.  

ENEP 626 Climate Change: Science, Policy and Political Economy   

ENEP 661 Sustainable Energy Finance   

ENEP 802 Electricity Policy and Planning   

ENEP 820* International Perspectives on Energy and Environmental Policy   

ENEP 821* Technology, Environment, and Society (TES)   

ENEP 824 Sustainable Energy Policy and Planning   

ENEP 666 Special Problem: Topics in Energy Policy   

ENEP 666 Special Problem: Topics in Political Economy of Energy & 

Environment ENEP 666 Special Problem: Topics in Sustainable Development   

ENEP 666 Special Problem: Comparative Environmental Politics   

ENEP 868 Research: Environmental Justice Issues   

ENEP 868 Research: Environmental Policy   

ENEP 868 Research: Political Economy of Energy & Environment  
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ENEP 868 Research: Sustainable Development Issues   

ENEP 868 Research: Sustainable Energy Policy   

ENEP 868 Research: Sustainable Water Policy   

ENEP 870 Readings: Climate Change Politics and Policy   

ENEP 870 Readings: Energy Economics   

ENEP 870 Readings: Energy Policy   

ENEP 870 Readings: Environmental Ethics   

ENEP 870 Readings: Environmental Justice   

ENEP 870 Readings: Environmental Policy   

ENEP 870 Readings: Political Economy of Energy & Environment   

ENEP 870 Readings: Postmodernism and Environmentalism   

ENEP 870 Readings: Sustainable Development   

ENEP 870 Readings: Sustainable Energy Options   

ENEP 870 Readings: Sustainable Water Options   

DISA 866 Special Problem: Disaster Science and Management   

DISA 666 Special Problem: Disaster Science and Management   

ECON 862 Topics in Industrial Organization and Regulation   

ENWC 613 Wildlife Policy and Administration   

GEOG 622 Resources, Development and the Environment   

MAST 660 International and National Ocean Policies   

MAST 675 Economics of Natural Resources   

MAST 676 Environmental Economics   

SOCI 671 Disasters, Vulnerability and Development   

UAPP 611 Regional Watershed Management  

3.1.2.d Science, Engineering and Public Policy Requirement  

Students complete the science, engineering, and public policy requirement by choosing a 3-credit graduate 

course (including a tutorial course with a number such as 666, 868 or 870) in a natural science or 

engineering related topic to meet the science, engineering and public policy requirement. The course must 

be taken with a member of the University's science or engineering faculty and should be linked to   

the student's research interest.   

Example courses include (but are not limited to):  

BISC 635 Population Ecology (Spring)  

CIEG 632 Chemical Aspects: Environmental Engineering   

CIEG 636 Biological Aspects: Environmental Engineering   

CIEG 650 Urban Transportation Systems   

CIEG 654 Urban Transportation Planning   

CIEG 655 Civil Infrastructure Systems   

CIEG 666 Special Problem: Science & Engineering Aspects of Agricultural 

Systems CIEG 666 Special Problem: Science & Engineering Aspects of Water 

Systems   

ELEG 620 Photovoltaic Materials and Devices   

ELEG 628 Solar Energy Technology and Applications   

ELEG 637 Energy Systems   
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MAST 606 Ocean & Atmosphere Remote Sensing   

MEEG 642 Introduction to Fuel Cells   

3.1.3 CONCENTRATION OR SPECIALIZATION  

Students are expected to take 15 credits in their area of concentration or specialization, including the 

thesis or policy studio. Concentrations include Energy Sustainability, Water Sustainability, Environmental 

Justice, Political Ecology, Global Environments, and Sustainable Development. Students must have areas 

of concentration approved by their faculty advisor and the program director. If students meet the 

requirements of one of these concentrations, their transcript will formally indicate that the degree is 

awarded in this concentration.   

Alternatively, students may elect to specialize in other areas. Areas of specialization must be approved 

by the student’s faculty advisor and do not appear on a student’s transcript.   

Credits in an area of specialization or concentration may include research and readings tutorials, as well 

as lecture courses and seminars, and a maximum of three credits of internship. Concentration and 

Specialization Study Plans must be approved before the student enters the second year of full-time study.   

3.1.4 Policy studio OR THESIS. Each student must complete a 6-credit thesis or 3-credit policy studio that 

demonstrates their ability to engage in independent critical analysis.   

All students in the MEEP degree program will, by default, be enrolled in the Capstone Energy and 

Environmental Policy Studio course. Students must petition the program director to be moved into 

the thesis option. This petition should come with the approval of the student’s advisor.  

For the Master’s degree with thesis, the student must prepare and defend a research thesis. In this case, 

the student registers for six credits of Master’s Thesis. The format and style of the thesis must conform to 

the University requirements reflected in the Office of Graduate Studies' Thesis Manual. The thesis is 

supervised by a committee of three faculty chaired by the student’s faculty advisor whom must be a core 

faculty member as defined in Annex A. The student must obtain the approval of the committee for the 

proposed thesis topic. The committee shall conduct a defense of the thesis and decide the final grade.  

Registration shall be in the fourth semester of the full-time program (or its equivalent for a part-time 

student).  

The analytical paper is prepared under the supervision of the student's faculty advisor, whom must be  

a core faculty member as defined in Annex A, with the additional advice of one other faculty or  

professional reader (selected by agreement of the student and the advisor). The faculty advisor and  

reader conduct a defense of the analytical paper and decide the final grade. The analytical paper  focuses 

on a specific policy issue and is based on independent research by the student.  

3.1.5 WAIVERS AND SUBSTITUTIONS OF REQUIRED COURSES. Courses required in the MEEP degree may 

be waived if comparable courses or the requisite skills are demonstrated as already having been achieved.  

To waive a required course, a student must have a waiver petition approved and signed by their advisor 

and the faculty member currently responsible for teaching the course to be waived. Students must petition 

to substitute one course for each one that is waived. The petition must be approved and signed by the 

student's advisor and a record of the substitution sent to the program director to be included in the 

student's file. Up to 9 credits of course work may be transferred into the program and may, with official 
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approval, be used as substitutions for required courses. Waivers and substitutions cannot be used to 

reduce the total number of credit hours (36) required for the completion of the MEEP degree. 

 

3.2 REQUIREMENTS FOR THE 4+1 MASTER DEGREE IN ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY, MEEP 

The ENEP Program also offers a 4+1 degree whereby qualified students in the ENEP BS degree can begin 

taking classes that will count towards an ENEP MS degree in their junior year. Students will be able to 

take a maximum of 12 credits that can be double-counted (to apply to both the BS and MS degrees) and 

an additional three credits at the graduate level (that will only count for graduate credit) while pursuing  

their undergraduate degree. The remaining graduate work (including either a thesis or enrollment in the 

policy studio course) will need to be completed after they have graduated with their initial BS degree in 

ENEP.   

3.2.1 MEEP ADMISSIONS POLICY STATEMENT  

Qualified students in the ENEP Bachelor of Science degree may apply for the ENEP 4+1 BS/MS degree after 

completing 60 credits of undergraduate work towards the BS degree. Successful applicants will ordinarily 

have an undergraduate grade point index above 3.3 and an interest in interdisciplinary analysis and a 

compatibility of interests with the areas of research concentration and specialization in the program.  

Students will be required to submit an essay on why they which to pursue the 4+1 BS/MS degree along 

with their areas of interest. Students will also be asked to submit two letters of recommendation at least 

one which has to come from a core faculty member in the ENEP Program.  

3.2.2 CREDITS  

This will not change the amount of credits for the MEEP degree. In order to fulfill the requirements for 

graduation, 4+1 MEEP students must successfully complete 36 credit hours that fulfill university,  

concentration-specific course requirements and electives, and must maintain a 2.0 grade point average  

(GPA) in order to graduate. The degree with thesis requires 6 credits of Master’s Thesis; the non-thesis 

degree requires completion of the policy studio course and an additional 3-credit course in their field of 

concentration.  

3.1.2 REQUIRED COURSES  

This will not change the amount of credits for the MEEP degree. These credit hours include 6 mandatory 

credit hours, at least 6 credit hours under the Methodology requirement, at least 6 credit hours under the 

Social Science requirement, at least 3 credit hours under the Science, Engineering and Public Policy  

Requirement and 15 credit hours that could be completed in one of two ways:  

1. The policy studio course (3 credit hours) + 12 credit hours of Specialization 

Courses or 2. A Master’s Thesis (6 credit hours) + 9 credit hours of Specialization 

Courses  

Overall students will be able to complete 15 of 36 credits required for their MEEP degree while pursuing 

their undergrad BS degree in ENEP. These fifteen credits will include fulfilling the Mandatory Required 

classes (6 credits) and beginning work towards fulfilling the Core Requirements of the MEEP degree (9 

credits). The following table provides a side to side view of the traditional MEEP Degree and the 4+1 MEEP 

degree  
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MEEP Degree  4+1 MEEP Degree  

Mandatory Required Classes (go to 
3.1.2.a) ENEP 625 (3 credits)  

ENEP 810 (3 credits) 

Completed while Pursuing the BS 
degree ENEP 625 (3) dual count w/ 
ENEP 425  

ENEP 810 (3) dual count w/ ENEP 410 

Core Requirements  

(A) 2 Methodology courses (6 credits)  

Menu of classes (go to 3.1.2.b)   

(B) 2 Social Science courses (6 credits)  

Menu of classes (go to 3.1.2.c)  

(C)1 Science, Engineering and Public Policy 
class (3 credits) Menu of classes (go to 
3.1.2.d)  
(D) 15 credits of specialization (go to 
3.1.3) including either a Thesis (6) or the 
policy studio (3) (go to 3.1.4) 

Completed while Pursuing BS degree  

1 Graduate ENEP class that addresses either (A), 
(B) or (C) for 3 credits double-counted with an  
undergraduate equivalent  

1 Graduate Non-ENEP class that addresses 
either (A), (B) or (C) for 3 credits double-counted 
with an undergraduate equivalent  
1 Graduate class that either addresses 
(A), (B), (C)  or (D) NOT to be double-
counted  

 Total Graduate Credit Hours Completed while 
pursuing undergrad degree = 15  

 Total Graduate Credit Hours Completed after 
completing undergrad degree = 21  
All remaining Core Requirements from groups 
(A),  (B), (C), and (D), including either a Thesis (6) 
or the policy studio (3)  

Overall Graduate Credit Hours = 36  Overall Graduate Credit Hours = 36 

 

 

3.3 REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY DEGREE IN ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

POLICY   

3.3.1 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS. The degree of Doctor of Philosophy is conferred in recognition of breadth 

of scholarly attainment and of demonstrated power to investigate problems independently and critically. 

In approaching the problems of energy, environment and society, students are expected to develop 

advanced theoretical and methodological skills. The doctoral program is interdisciplinary and includes 

theoretical and methodological course work, intensive study in an area of research concentration or 

specialization, and the completion of a dissertation that makes a distinctive contribution to the field.  

Students entering the Ph.D. program will hold a master’s degree in a relevant field unless admission is 

merited by exceptional prior education or experience.   

3.3.2 REQUIRED COURSES  

All students, including those who may have initially earned an MEEP at the University of Delaware or a 

master’s degree in a comparable program at another university, must complete a 21-credit core 

curriculum. This includes six credits of advanced theory, six credits of methodological course work, a six-

credit social science requirement, and three credits in science, engineering and public policy.   
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3.3.2a Mandatory Required Classes  

The following two courses should be taken in the first year:  

ENEP 821 Technology, Environment, and Society (TES)   

ENEP 820 International Perspectives on Energy and Environmental Policy   

SPPA 861 Doctoral Professional Students in the ENEP PhD program must take 1 credit of professional 

development each semester until they complete (3) three credits or defend their dissertation proposal. 

Students are expected to enroll for zero credits each semester after proposal defense until the degree 

is completed.  

3.3.2b Methodology Requirement  

Six credits of methodology course work are required and must be selected from the following list of 

three credit courses. Other UD courses may be substituted with the prior permission of a student’s PhD 

advisor and the ENEP Graduate Program Director.  

ENEP 660 Engineering Economic Analysis for Sustainable Energy   

APEC 807 Math Programming with ECON App   

ECON 801 Microeconomics   

ECON 802 Macroeconomics   

ENWC 615 Wildlife Research Techniques   

GEOG 604 GIS for Environmental Research   

GEOG 670 Geographic Information Systems and Science   

GEOG 671 Advanced Geographic Information Systems  

MAST 663 Decision Tools for Policy Analysis   

MAST 672 Cost-Benefit Analysis   

MAST 681 Remote Sensing of the Environment   

POSC 816 Philosophy of Science and Research Design   

STAT 608 Statistical Research Methods   

UAPP 691 Quantitative Analysis in the Public and Non-profit Sectors   

UAPP 801 Processes of Social Inquiry   

SPPA 704 Advanced Quantitative Methods  

SPPA 808 Qualitative Research Methods for Program Evaluation   

For individuals with strong backgrounds in economics, the following 3-credit methods courses may be 

added to the above list for selection:   

ECON 803 Applied Econometrics I   

ECON 804 Applied Econometrics II   

ECON 810 Mathematics for Economics   

ECON 822 Econometric Theory I   

ECON 823 Econometric Theory II   

3.3.2.c Social Science Requirement  

Six credits of social science course work are required and must be selected from the following list of 

three credit courses. Other UD courses may be substituted with the prior permission of a student’s PhD 
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advisor and the ENEP Graduate Program Director.  

ENEP 625 Energy Policy and Administration   

ENEP 626 Climate Change: Science, Policy and Political Economy   

ENEP 661Sustainable Energy Finance   

ENEP 802 Electricity Policy and Planning   

ENEP 810 Political Economy of the Environment   

ENEP 824 Sustainable Energy Policy and Planning  

ENEP 666 Special Problem: Topics in Energy Policy   

ENEP 666 Special Problem: Topics in Political Economy of Energy & Environment  

ENEP 666 Special Problem: Topics in Sustainable Development   

ENEP 666 Special Problem: Comparative Environmental Politics   

ENEP 868 Research: Environmental Justice Issues   

ENEP 868 Research: Political Economy of Energy & Environment   

ENEP 868 Research: Sustainable Development Issues   

ENEP 868 Research: Sustainable Energy Policy   

ENEP 868 Research: Sustainable Water Policy   

ENEP 870 Readings: Climate Change Politics and Policy   

ENEP 870 Readings: Energy Economics   

ENEP 870 Readings: Energy Policy   

ENEP 870 Readings: Environmental Ethics  

ENEP 870 Readings: Environmental Justice   

ENEP 870 Readings: Political Economy of Energy & Environment   

ENEP 870 Readings: Postmodernism and Environmentalism   

ENEP 870 Readings: Sustainable Development   

ENEP 870 Readings: Sustainable Energy Options   

ENEP 870 Readings: Sustainable Water Options   

DISA 666 Special Problem: Disaster Science and Management   

DISA 866 Special Problem: Disaster Science and Management   

ECON 862 Topics in Industrial Organization and Regulation  

ENWC 613 Wildlife Policy and Administration   

GEOG 622 Resources, Development and the Environment   

MAST 660 International Ocean & Environmental Policy   

MAST 675 Economics of Natural Resources   

MAST 676 Environmental Economics   

SOCI 671 Disasters, Vulnerability and Development   

UAPP 611 Regional Watershed Management   

DISA 650 Overview of Disaster Science & Management  

DISA 651 International Aspects of Disasters  

DISA 670 Issues in Disaster Response  

DISA 666 Special Problem  

DISA 866 Special Problem  

DISA 868 Research  

3.3.2.d Science, Engineering and Public Policy Requirement  

Students complete the science, engineering and public policy requirement by choosing a 3 credit graduate 
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course (including a tutorial course with a number such as 666, 868 or 870) in a natural science or 

engineering related topic to meet the science, engineering and public policy requirement. The course  must 

be taken with a member of the University's science or engineering faculty and should be linked to   

the student's research interest.   

BISC 635/ENWC 635 Population Ecology   

CIEG 632 Chemical Aspects: Environmental Engineering   

CIEG 636 Biological Aspects: Environmental Engineering  
CIEG 650 Urban Transportation Systems   

CIEG 654 Urban Transportation Planning   

CIEG 655 Civil Infrastructure Systems  

CIEG 666 Special Problem: Science & Engineering Aspects of Agricultural Systems  

CIEG 666 Special Problem: Science & Engineering Aspects of Water Systems   

ELEG 620 Photovoltaic Materials and Devices   

ELEG 628 Solar Energy Technology and Application   

ELEG 637 Energy Systems   

ENWC 620 Behavioral Ecology   

GEOG 652 Seminar in Climatology  

MAST 606 Ocean & Atmosphere Remote Sensing   

MEEG 642 Introduction to Fuel Cells   

3.3.3 RESEARCH  

Students are expected to take 12 credits in their area of concentration or specialization, including the 3- 

credit Doctoral Dissertation proposal (SPPA 863). This will prepare students for their doctoral level 

research. Concentrations include Energy Sustainability, Water Sustainability, Environmental Justice, 

Political Ecology, Global Environments, and Sustainable Development. Students must have areas of 

concentration approved by their PhD Advisor and their Guidance Committee. If students meet the 

requirements of one of these concentrations, their transcript will formally indicate that the degree is 

awarded in this concentration.   

Alternatively, students may elect to specialize in other areas. Areas of specialization must be approved 

by the student’s faculty advisor and do not appear on a student’s transcript.   

During the second year, students register for 9 credits of ENEP 969 Doctoral Dissertation in compliance 

with University requirements and policies (normally in the fourth semester, if they are full-time 

students). Registration for ENEP 969 is limited to those Ph.D. students who have completed all 

requirements for admission to doctoral candidacy (see Section 3.3.4.2 below).   

3.3.4 QUALIFYING EXAMINATION. Qualifying Examinations in Theory, Methodology and Policy Analysis 

will be conducted in June. Students who have completed all first-year required courses must take the next 

available Qualifying Examination. The examination emphasizes the interconnected nature of theory, 

methods and policy analysis and serves as a diagnostic of the student’s preparedness to develop doctoral  

level, interdisciplinary research advancing the field of energy and environmental policy.  

Grading is Pass, Fail and Conditional Pass. A student receiving a failing grade is allowed to the retake the 

examination once only and within one year of the date of the failed examination. A Conditional Pass is 
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upgraded to a Pass upon satisfactory completion of appropriate course work or independent study. The 

Examination Committee shall inform the student in writing of the remedial work required to change a 

Conditional Pass grade to that of Pass.   

3.3.4.1 FORMATION OF THE GUIDANCE COMMITTEE  

Having passed the Qualifying Examination, the student forms a Guidance Committee and selects an area 

of research concentration or specialization. The Guidance Committee will consist of at least three 

members of the ENEP Program Faculty who have full-time University appointments. The Guidance 

Committee is responsible for advisement and supervision of the student in the second year of graduate 

study leading to the Doctor of Philosophy degree. The chair of the student's Guidance Committee must 

be a core member of the Program Faculty, as defined in Annex A, who is active in the research area 

selected by the student.   

Under the supervision of the Guidance Committee, a plan of study is identified which must include 

advanced theoretical, methodological, quantitative and research work related to the dissertation topic.  

This will normally involve 15 credit hours of concentration or specialization work as described in Section 

3.3.4 above. Students must submit a Concentration or Specialization Study Plan and have it approved by 

their Guidance Committee before entering the second year of full-time study. Second-year students, under 

the supervision of the Guidance Committee, prepare a three-credit Doctoral Dissertation Proposal (ENEP 

863) from a project of their own design. The Guidance Committee reviews this paper as part of an 

assessment of the student's readiness for advancement to doctoral candidacy.   

3.3.4.2 ADMISSION TO DOCTORAL CANDIDACY  

Students must have completed all University requirements for admission to doctoral candidacy prior to 

registering for ENEP 969. Upon the written recommendation of the doctoral student's Guidance 

Committee and the ENEP program director, a student will be admitted to candidacy for the doctoral 

degree.   

The requirements for admission to doctoral candidacy are that the student:   

• Has completed the 21-credit core requirements (see Section 3.2.2 above);   

• Has passed the Qualifying Examination;   

• Has an approved program of study (this requirement is met by completing the Ph.D. Plan of Study Form 

— including the Concentration/Specialization Study Plan — and obtaining the signatures of the student's 

faculty advisor and the program director);   

• Has completed two consecutive semesters of full-time graduate study at the University;  

• Has successfully completed the three-credit Doctoral Dissertation Proposal (ENEP 863).   

Students who have not met the requirements for admission to doctoral candidacy must register for at 

least 3 credits of Pre-Candidacy Study (ENEP 964) in each semester until admission to doctoral candidacy 

is achieved, as required by University policy.   

3.3.4.3 SUSTAINING STATUS.   

Doctoral students who have been admitted to doctoral candidacy must maintain their matriculation in 

the degree program during each fall and spring semester by registering for sustaining status (UNIV 999):   
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• All doctoral students must be registered in the term the degree is awarded.   

• Sustaining registration is never required for winter session.  

• Sustaining registration is not required for summer session unless the degree is to be awarded at the 

conclusion of the summer session.   

3.3.5 WAIVERS AND SUBSTITUTIONS OF REQUIRED COURSES 
Courses required in the Ph.D. may be waived if comparable courses or the requisite skills are acquired 

elsewhere under an approved plan of study. To waive a required course, a student must have a waiver 

petition approved and signed by their advisor and the faculty member currently responsible for teaching 

the course to be waived. Students must petition to substitute one course for each required course that is 

waived. The petition must be approved and signed by the student's advisor and a record of the substitution 

sent to the ENEP program director to be included in the student's file.   

3.3.6 DISSERTATION  

At the conclusion of the second year of study, the Guidance Committee reviews the student’s performance 

and progress in developing a research concentration or specialization. The student's doctoral research 

paper and concentration/specialization course performance are the major indicators of progress.  Unless 

additional preparation is deemed necessary, the student's Guidance Committee makes a written 

recommendation that she/he proceed to organize a Dissertation Committee and prepare a final 

dissertation proposal.   

3.3.6.1 FORMATION OF THE DISSERTATION COMMITTEE  

After completion of the requirements of a research concentration or specialization, the student will revise 

the Doctoral Research Paper into a dissertation proposal for submission to a prospective Dissertation 

Committee. A Dissertation Committee, in accordance with university regulations, will have a minimum of 

four and a maximum of six members. The Dissertation Committee must be chaired by a core member of 

the Program Faculty, as defined in Annex A, and at least half of the members must have appointments on 

the Program Faculty. All members of the Program Faculty serving on the Dissertation Committee must 

have full-time University appointments. At least one member must come from outside the Program 

Faculty, as required by University policy, and may include individuals who are not at the University of 

Delaware. The chair of the Dissertation Committee must approve the selection of the outside member.   

The chair of the student's Dissertation Committee must be a core member of the Program Faculty who is 

active in the research area to which the dissertation is intended to contribute. If a student plans to write 

a dissertation which specifically addresses a country or countries other than the U.S.A., an appropriate 

area specialist, wherever possible, should be a member of the Committee.   

The student's Dissertation Committee is responsible for advising the student in the preparation of an 

acceptable final dissertation proposal. Dissertation proposals must be defended by the student before the 

full Dissertation Committee. Two weeks prior to the proposal defense, the proposal shall be placed on 

public display in the administrative offices of the program and written comments will be requested by the 

Dissertation Committee chair from all Program Faculty. The chair of the Dissertation Committee will 

forward an approved proposal, signed by all members of the Committee, to be placed in the student's file.   

The Dissertation Committee will supervise the writing of the dissertation and administer and evaluate 

the dissertation defense.   
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3.3.6.2 DEFENSE OF DISSERTATION  

The Dissertation Committee should be assembled by the chair when a draft of the dissertation is 

sufficiently complete for the committee to render a judgment regarding the reasonable time of defense.  

In accordance with University policy, a copy of the dissertation must be available for review at least two 

weeks prior to the defense. The student will formally defend the study at a public meeting conducted by 

the Dissertation Committee. At the conclusion of the dissertation defense, any necessary revisions will be 

communicated by the chair of the Dissertation Committee to the student. If the student so wishes, the 

main revisions required shall be set out in writing. A specified time schedule for completion will also be 

indicated. A copy of this schedule is sent to the program director, and it will be placed in the student's file.  

The format and style of the submitted dissertation must conform to the University requirements reflected 

in the Office of Graduate Studies' Thesis Manual.   

Section 4 - Program Faculty   

All Program Faculty must be eligible to teach 600 and 800 level courses and seminars and to advise 

students in the graduate program. The assignment of faculty to teach required courses and seminars is 

made by the program director with the consent of the deans and chairs of the units in which the faculty 

member has a primary appointment. The program director will consider faculty interests and background, 

course demands of the program, and the overall workload of the faculty in making course assignments.  

The Program Faculty shall decide what courses are appropriate for the program.  

Faculty from the supporting Colleges and other University units are eligible to join the Energy and 

Environmental Policy Program Faculty based on criteria defined in the document entitled “Academic 

Organization and Governance of the Interdisciplinary Program in Energy and Environmental Policy.”   

Section 5 - Program Director   

The ENEP Program Director will be appointed by the Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences for a three 

year renewable term. The Director will be a core member of the Program Faculty and will be responsible 

for the general management of the Program.   

Section 6 - Admissions Policy and Procedures   

Applicants are sought who show promise of contributing to improved energy and environmental policy.  

The program seeks students who have research interests compatible with those of the Program Faculty.  

To meet its academic and research goals as well as to be responsive to the multicultural backgrounds of 

prospective students, the program employs multiple criteria in assessing a prospective student’s 

application. No one criterion is the sole basis of an admissions decision.   

6.1 MEEP ADMISSIONS POLICY STATEMENT  

MEEP admissions criteria and indicators of these criteria are listed below.   

• The successful applicant will ordinarily have an undergraduate grade point index above 3.0 in a 

program that includes course work on energy or environment issues and/or on public policy. (In 

cases of colleges and universities not using a 4.0 grading system, an assessment of equivalency 

performance will be made with the assistance of the University Office of Graduate Studies.)  

• Potential for academic and professional achievement as indicated by letters of recommendation 

from those able to assess the student's capacity to succeed in an interdisciplinary master’s 

program. 
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• An interest in interdisciplinary analysis and a compatibility of student interests with the areas of 

research concentration and specialization in the program. (Evidence for this criterion includes 

the student's earlier academic, civic and professional work, and essay responses to questions on 

the University application form. A supplementary essay may be requested in the admission 

process.)   

• Generally, those admitted to the MEEP program will have combined scores on the quantitative 

and verbal aptitude portions of the GRE above 1050.  

• For students whose first language is not English, a demonstrated proficiency in English is 

required by achieving a score of 550 or better on the Test of English as a Foreign Language 

(TOEFL). 

The above criteria, including those concerning the student’s GPA, GRE and TOEFL, are judged in the 

context of the applicant’s complete record.   

6.2 PH.D. ADMISSIONS POLICY STATEMENT  

Ph.D. admissions criteria and indicators of these criteria are listed below.   

• Completion of a master’s degree in a related field is normally required. (Individuals who will 
have completed a master’s degree in a related field before enrollment in the University’s 
program are eligible for consideration.) Admission without a Master’s degree is rare and must be 
based on exceptional prior education or experience. 

• A grade point index at or above 3.5 in previous graduate work at the master’s level is expected. 
(In cases of colleges and universities not using a 4.0 grading system, an assessment of 
equivalency performance will be made with the assistance of the University Office of Graduate 
Studies.)   

• Demonstrated research capability, as evidenced by scholarly or research publications, 
participation in professional meetings and other research-related activities. 

• Potential for academic and professional achievement as indicated by letters of recommendation 
from those able to assess the student's capacity to succeed in an interdisciplinary Ph.D. program.  

• An interest in interdisciplinary analysis and a compatibility of student interests with the areas of 
research concentration and specialization in the program. (Evidence for this criterion includes 
the student's earlier academic, civic and professional work. In addition, each Ph.D. applicant is 
required to submit a 1,000 word essay describing their doctoral research aims and focus.)   

• Generally, those admitted to the Ph.D. program will have combined scores on the quantitative 
and verbal aptitude portions of the GRE above 1150.   

• For students whose first language is not English, a demonstrated proficiency in English is 
required by achieving a score of 600 or better on the Test of English as a Foreign Language 
(TOEFL).   
 

The above criteria, including those concerning the student’s GPA, GRE and TOEFL, are judged in the 
context of the applicant’s complete record.  

6.3 ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE   

Applications to the MEEP and PhD programs are assessed by an admissions committee. The committee is 

appointed by the director of the ENEP program who may also elect to chair the committee.  

Recommendations concerning admissions are transmitted to the Office of Graduate Studies by the chair 

of the admissions committee.   
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6.4 NOMINATIONS FOR GRADUATE STUDENT FINANCIAL AID. Nominations for financial aid for new 

students are coordinated by the admissions committee and transmitted to the ENEP program director.  

Nominations for financial aid for continuing graduate students are made by individual Program Faculty.  

All financial aid awards must be approved by the ENEP program director and the dean of the College of 

Arts and Sciences.   

Section 7 - Student Advisement and Evaluation   

7.1 ADVISEMENT OF STUDENTS IN THE MEEP AND PHD ENEP PROGRAMS  

Core Program Faculty are responsible for advising new and continuing students. After admission to the 

MEEP and PhD ENEP programs, each student is assigned an advisor by the program director. Advisors are 

assigned on the basis of faculty expertise and, in the case of students who have been awarded research 

assistantships, should normally coincide with the student’s research supervisor. Students may change 

advisors by submission of the change-of-advisor form to the program director. The advisor is responsible 

for day-to-day monitoring and supervision of the student's program prior to the selection of the 

student’s area of research concentration or specialization.   

7.2 OVERALL STUDENT EVALUATION  

All candidates for the MEEP and PhD ENEP degree are expected to maintain a minimum 3.0 cumulative 

grade point index. The grades of all students in the MEEP and PhD ENEP program are reviewed after each 

semester by the program director. In cases of substandard performance, actions are initiated in accord 

with general University guidelines regarding warning, probation, and termination.  

At the end of each academic year, the Program Faculty will convene to review the progress and 

performance of students in the program and to take appropriate action in cases of substandard 

performance. 

 
 
ANNEX A:   

ACADEMIC ORGANIZATION AND GOVERNANCE OF THE INTERDISCIPLINARY PROGRAM IN 

ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY   

(1) Administrative locus: The ENEP Program shall be administered by the College of Arts and Sciences 

and report to the Dean of the College.  

(2) Faculty participating in the Program fall within either of two categories: core and affiliated. Core faculty 

are those faculty who teach at least one three-credit course per year in the Program, chair at least one 

thesis or dissertation committee a year for a student in the Program, and provide financial support for 

students in the Program. Core faculty are nominated by the Program Director and approved by the current 

core faculty. Affiliated faculty are all faculty who contribute to the instructional responsibilities of the 

Program, but who do not meet the criteria of a core faculty member. Affiliated faculty will be eligible to 

serve on committees. Affiliated faculty will not enjoy the voting privileges of core faculty.   

(3) Governance of the Interdisciplinary Program in Energy and Environmental Policy will be exercised by 

the core faculty. These faculty (hereinafter referred to as the Program Faculty) will be responsible for 

activities and obligations customarily assigned by the University to departmental faculty.   
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(4) The Director of the Program will be appointed by the Dean of the College of Human Services, Education 

and Public Policy for a three-year renewable term with the advice of the Program Faculty. The Director will 

be a member of the core faculty and will be responsible for general management of the Program in 

consultation with the Director of CEEP.   

(5) Appointment of faculty members to the admissions committee and the Ph.D. qualifying examination 

committee will take into consideration the full range of disciplines and interests of the Program Faculty.  


